
Park #4:  3/5/2021

Answer: The Ohio State Reformatory, Mansfield Reformatory, Shawshank Prison

Website:
• https://www.mrps.org/

 
Blog: 
“I guess it comes down to a simple choice, really. Get busy living, or get busy dying” – Andy Dufresne, The 
Shawshank Redemption


 

This week’s blog takes us to Mansfield, Ohio to visit one of the most 
iconic Ohio landmarks, The Ohio State Reformatory, aka. Mansfield 
Reformatory. Made famous by, arguably, one of the best movies of all 
time, The Shawshank Redemption, this historic landmark will not 
disappoint. From beautiful architecture to eerie paranormal activity, 
there is something to experience at every turn.

 

Designed by Cleveland Architect Levi Scofield and opened in 1896, 
the reformatory has imprisoned some of the state’s most notorious 
criminals. We arrived just before opening to grab our space in line. 
COVID-19 restrictions only allowed access to a small number of 
patrons at a time. This gave us plenty of space to view and appreciate 
everything the reformatory has to offer. The self-guided tour began 
through the main doors of the prison and on through the museum 
portion of the tour. Here, we learned about some of the most famous 
inmates and got a first-hand view of all the historic features the prison 

offers. The tour leads you up a set of stairs that are hard to miss 
(pictured left). You eventually get to the top and start a winding tour through 
some very dilapidated eerie rooms. Said to be one of the most haunted places in 
the country, you start to feel exactly what all the 
ghost hunters are talking about. After finding 
your way thru the old rooms, the tour leads you 
to the prison chapel (pictured right). Here you 
learn about some of the ways religion and reform 
helped prisoners better themselves during their 
imprisonment. As you exit the large room, you 
take a step down to the largest free-standing 
steel cell block in the world, forgetting you were 
on the top floor of the prison (remember, I don’t 

do heights). The cell block really is a sight to see — the overall gigantic size 
compared to the small dark cells, really gives you an idea of what a day in the 
life of a prisoner may have felt. Traversing your way across and down to the 
bottom floor, you eventually find your way over the next stop. This was the 
Shawshank Hollywood history room. If you appreciate the Shawshank movie, 
this room will really excite you. The room offers views of props, behind the scenes footage and historical 
accolades the movie brought to the prison and surrounding towns. Upon exiting, you find yourself in the 
original wing of the prison. This wing too will put into perspective the sheer size of the prison. The tour begins 
its final decent through the warden living quarters and eventually out to gift shop.

 

Although we didn’t break out the bikes or the hiking boots, we got to enjoy one of Ohio’s most historic 
landmarks. Roughly 1 hour and 15 minutes away from DSCC, this is something you and the family can 
experience with a short drive. Be sure to take a look at the website above to get your tour tickets booked.


