
Park #2:  2/5/2021

Answer: Ash Cave Fire Tower, Ash Cave Hiking Trail, Hockhocking Adena Bikeway
Websites:
• https://ohiodnr.gov/wps/portal/gov/odnr/go-and-do/plan-a-visit/find-a-property/hocking-state-forestash-

cave-fire-tower
• https://www.traillink.com/trail/hockhocking-adena-bikeway/
• https://hockinghills.com/ash_cave.html

 
Blog: 
Fall time in Hocking Hills is a sight to see! Only a short drive from where I grew up 
and 1 hour from downtown Columbus, Hocking Hills should be at the top of your 
adventure list. This full day of adventures started by visiting one of Hocking Hills 
most beautiful spots, Ash Cave. This large horseshoe-shaped cave includes multiple 
trails, including a handicap accessible trail, that will wind you back to the echoes 
from the small crowds already enjoying Ash Cave’s offerings. The picture shown here 
was taken just as you enter under the large overhang. You then walk thru beach-like 
sand around a small water hole that is formed via the trickling waterfall from the 
small creek at the very top of the cave. Functional rock and wood stairs lead you up 
and out of the cave where you can safely sit and look down into the cave — or you 
can hug the railing and test your nerve atop the rock formations (I don’t do heights!).


 

After immediately exiting the cave, you can take a 
right and head back to the car — or, if you brought 
your hiking boots, take a left and start hiking the 
Buckeye Trail to Cedar Falls. This medium skill-level hiking trail runs 6 miles to 
Cedar Falls and roughly 2-3 miles to our next destination, which was the 
featured photo in last week’s photo guessing game, Ash Cave Fire Tower. Fire 
towers are located all throughout Ohio, many of which you will find at Ohio 
State Parks. These towers were used in the 1920’s and 1930’s to spot wildfires 
throughout the forests and farmland, later being phased out by aircrafts. Being 
used until the late 1970’s, these fire towers are now park destinations for all 
types adventure seekers. Unfortunately, COVID-19 restrictions prohibited us 
from testing my fear of heights and traversing up the stairs to the very top (I 
wasn’t that mad). But this didn’t stop us of from taking loads of pictures and 
enjoying the surrounding scenery.

 

Turning back from the Fire Tower, we headed 
back up the Buckeye Trail to Ash Cave and 

eventually to our car. This wasn’t the end of our Hocking Adventures. As 
mentioned in the first blog, biking was a main theme to almost all of my 2020 
adventures.  So, we then headed south from Hocking Hills and off the Route 33 
bypass to the small town of Nelsonville. Behind the familiar Rocky Boot Factory 
store in historic Nelsonville is the start of the Hockhocking Adena Bikeway. This 
18-mile bikeway winds you thru Nelsonville, adjacent to Hocking College, and 
eventually all the way to Athens, Ohio and Ohio University. Fighting daylight we 
cut our trip short of Athens at the 11 mile marker. This bike trail was by far one 
of the most photographic trails I enjoyed in 2020.  The trail runs close to the 
Hocking River under a nice shaded canopy cutting through many of the rock 
walls and formations Hocking Hills is known for. Our warm fall day included all the vibrant colors fall has to 
offer. Totaling 22 miles down and back we ended our long day just before sun down.

 

Just like many of the adventures I was able to endure this past season, you will find each and every one is 
only a stone’s throw away from DSCC. Many of these locations offer a variety family activities. Mask up and 
go enjoy everything Ohio has to offer!  Take a look at this week’s featured links above, and be sure to check 
out next week’s photo contest. 
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