
Week 1:  1/22/2021

Answer: Alum Creek Trail / Alum Creek Park North (Westerville)

Websites:
• www.columbus.gov/recreationandparks/trails/Alum-Creek-Trail
• www.parks.westerville.org

Blog:
Thanks for taking the time and 
visiting our brand new “Where’s 
Wagner” Photo Guessing Game 
and Outdoor Adventure Guide. My 
name is Darren Wagner and I am 
your DSCC-MWR Outdoor 
Recreation Program Manager. I 
have been lucky enough to be a 
part of the MWR team since 2012, 
having roles in many different 
programs.  I started my MWR 
adventure as the Eagle Eye Golf 
Course Assistant Professional. 
After a few years hitting the links, I 
embarked on a new challenge as 
the Lead for MWR's Intramural 
Sports Program, after which I was 

fortunate to advance to my current position as your ODR Manager.  While these roles had many different 
aspects, one common theme was outdoor programming.
The year 2020 has presented challenge for all of us in different ways. The spread of the virus forced city-wide 
shutdowns, stay-at-home orders, and nightly curfews, which are still in effect to this day. We saw our 
playgrounds, athletic courts and swimming pools shut down, leaving us to wonder 'what we are actually 
supposed to do with our summer.'  When I was told that Eagle Eye Golf Course was not opening, I started to 
reconside what my spring and summer activities were going to look like (I am a paying member at Eagle Eye, 
Club Champion 2021? ).
First things first... I bought a bike!  Thankfully, many of the city & state bike trails remained opened throughout 
the shutdown. My new bike saw over 300 miles of trails across Columbus and Ohio throughout the summer. 
The picture that you saw in Week 1 was the Alum Creek Trail, along with a park stop just off the Alum Creek 
Park North Trail, located in Westerville. The Alum Creek Trail stretches 26 miles, running north and south 
across Columbus. With a goal of knocking off some winter weight, myself and another rider started our trek in 
Bexley heading north. The trail wove in and out of city neighborhoods, along Alum Creek, eventually ending all 
the way North of 270 in the City of Westerville. As we began to fatigue from the journey north, we stopped at a 
small park just off the trail called Alum Creek Park North. There we stopped for water and a small lunch, 
enjoying the large amphitheater, seen in the Week 1 photo . We gained some energy back and finished the 
northern ride, eventually turning back and heading home  -- for some reason it always feels like you are 
heading downhill on the way home! Totaling 36 miles, we ended our day back in Bexley, having enjoyed a 
great workout, picturesque views and a tour of parts of the city I had never seen before.
The “Where’s Wagner” Photo Guessing Game and Outdoor Adventure Guide was inspired by this new bike 
and the places it was able to take me.  Despite the hardships the summer of 2020 brought, my biking 
experiences made it one of the most interesting and adventured-filled summers I have ever had (also the most 
safe, cautious, and worrisome summer as well). I hope to encourage all of those who read these blog posts to 
take advantage and get out and bike, walk, or run the beautiful trails Columbus and Ohio have to offer, and to 
create an outdoor adventure of your own.

https://www.columbus.gov/recreationandparks/trails/Alum-Creek-Trail/
https://parks.westerville.org/parks-home-page
https://www.columbus.gov/uploadedFiles/Columbus/Departments/Recreation_and_Parks/Trail/Alum%20Creek%20North.pdf
https://www.columbus.gov/uploadedFiles/Columbus/Departments/Recreation_and_Parks/Trail/Alum%20Creek%20North.pdf
https://parks.westerville.org/parks-trails/parks

